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Hare solves his familyâ€™s problems by tricking rich and lazy Bear in this funny, energetic version

of an old slave story. With roots in American slave tales, Tops & Bottoms celebrates the trickster

tradition of using oneâ€™s wits to overcome hardship. â€œAs usual, Stevensâ€™ animal characters,

bold and colorful, are delightful. . . . Itâ€™s all wonderful fun, and the book opens, fittingly, from top

to bottom instead of from side to side, making it perfect for story-time sharing.â€•--BooklistThis title

has been selected as a Common Core Text Exemplar (Grades 2-3, Stories)
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When I first picked up the charming, "Tops and Bottoms" picture book by Janet Stevens, I was

initially certain that this was a kind of Brer Rabbit tale. It had all the markings of it. Animals in

clothing tricking one another out of food of one sort or another. The hero was a hare and the villain a

bear. But on reading this book I was in for a shock. A staple of the Brer Rabbit tales is the idea that

sometimes luck and laziness go hand in hand. Brer Rabbit is forever tricking the other animals into

doing his work for him rather than the other way around. But in "Tops and Bottoms" we have a very

familiar message to contend with. Hard work pays off.The book is drawn in a rather original format.

Rather than holding the book with the spine horizontal, instead this tale can only be read with the



spine completely vertical. Pictures are long here, rather than wide, and the result is an eclectic new

way of telling a tale. It's enormously effective. In this story, a lazy bear owns most of the land. One

day, Hare decides its time to buy some of his own land back. He strikes up a deal with the

prematurely hibernating neighbor and the two become business partners. If Hare does all the work,

Bear can chose the part of the crop he prefers. Either the tops or the bottoms. It soon becomes

clear that Bear is no match for the sly hare. After all, when Bear chooses the tops, Hare plants

carrots. When Bear understands his mistake he chooses bottoms and Hare plants lettuce and

celery. And when Bear demands both the tops AND the bottoms, Hare plants corn and gets the

middle. In the end, Bear learns the benefits of hard work (and staying on top of things) and Hare has

enough money from the crops to own his own land again.
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